
Hello 
 
My name is Lee Mackenzie and this is my statement of intent (Spring, 2021). 

 
I am creating a new genre of ‘Poetry Maps’. This project explores the intersection of poetry, 

illustration, mapping and psycho-geography to create artworks, video and workshops. 

It is funded by the Arts Council through the ‘Develop Your Creative Practice’ scheme and I work 

with the British Library and psycho-geographer, John Rogers. 

 

I am looking to publish a poetry collection. As a poet, the ultimate goal is to see my poems 

published in a collection. My work has been published nationally and internationally in 

newspapers, online and in print anthologies and it has been commended for its truthfulness and 

quality of sound.  

 
I am seeking to grow my freelance writing business. I have a wealth of experience providing 

writing workshops, poetry mentoring and editorial help for writers. I would like to use that 

experience to run workshops with groups and businesses exploring intrapersonal relations, 

networking and place within the community. I draw on my five years’ experience as a qualified 

teacher of English, my tutoring of adults and children and my experience of running workshops 

professionally to develop my exciting and personable workshop and presentation manner. My 

experience as a commissioned poet and as a writer-in-residence means that I understand 

planning for specific briefs and desired outcomes. 

 
I would like to work as a writer-in-residence at an institution and respond to a collection or a 

specific goal of an institution. I have experience working with large institutions such as universities 

and local state administrations: I have spent a year as writer-in-residence at Josephine Butler 

College at the University of Durham and a year producing creative writing workshops for the 

Aarhus municipality in Denmark. As such, I have worked with universities, libraries, local councils 

and the charity sector, engaging people with writing and also producing my own work. I would like 

to immerse myself within a collection or concept at a large institution and explore that through 

writing poetry.  

 

I would like to work on interdisciplinary projects. As a writer-in-residence, I received two 

commissions from Durham University. Both commissions were important for increasing the impact 

of the department’s research and values with the wider public. Both were multimedia pieces 

incorporating visuals and sound and I worked with a network of people in the visual arts and sound 

recording to complete my projects. I would like to continue working on this type of multidiscipline 

project with artists, musicians and film makers. 

 
I am also interested in hosting poetry or writing events. I have the experience required for the 

role of compare. I created and hosted a successful monthly poetry event in Durham that was 

consistently well attended by students and local people. I also co-created a film and poetry festival 

with fellow artist-in-residence, Alexandra Carr. I enjoy putting an audience at ease and giving a 

friendly platform to fellow writers and performers. 


